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lack of a contracting party, as occurred in the case of the Anglo-
Persian Treaty of 1919, the Treaty of Sevres, and as charac-
terized by the early efforts of the French to set up a
government in Syria.
No candidate who fulfilled these conditions had been revealed
in the Acting Civil Commissioner's summary of 'Iraqi public
opinion., in November, 1918,1 or by the plebiscite of the winter
of 1918-19, initiated and rigorously supervised by the Acting
Civil Commissioner, who himself was bitterly opposed to an
Arab Amir. The plebiscite had revealed that while a strong
desire for an Amir existed, rival ambitions, local jealousies and
lack of outstanding ability made it impossible for the country to
settle on any one candidate.2
From that time, although the desire for an Amir had steadily
grown, the difficulty of settling on any single candidate had
remained. One section of the ex-Turkish officials, practically
all Sunnls of Baghdad, afraid of being swamped by the Shica
majority, was imbued with the idea that a Sunni Turk, as
found in the person of Prince Burhan ed-Dm>3 might better
serve their interests than a local candidate or a Hashimi known
to be on comparatively friendly terms with the Shl'is.4 Oppos-
ing them, however, was an even larger element of ex-Turkish
officials, both civil and military, concentrated largely in Bagh-
dad, Mosul and Kirkuk, who encouraged the belief, substan-
tiated by persistent propaganda arising across the frontiers,
that the return of the Turks was but a question of time.
Among the possible local candidates the Naqib of Baghdad
stood high, although his acceptance of the presidency of the
Council and his seeming subservience to the British had earned
the disapproval of the ardent Nationalists. In British circles,
his great age, his feeble health and lack of suitable dynastic
successors counted against him, although, according to members
1	Telegram No. 10250, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November 24th,
1918.
2	Supra, pp. 172 ff.
3	Political Developments in Meso, p. 4	4 Bell, Letters, p 585.
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